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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


GEORGE Lord DART MOUTH, 
Maſter of the Horſe to His Preſent Majeſty,ehc. 


My Lord, | 


Our Lordfhip's favourable Rece- 
ption, fome Tears fince, of my 
CharaQer of an Honeſt Man, 

whether call'd Whigg or Tory,and Vin- 
dication of the Succeſſion ; then preſented 
my particular order 1nto Tour | Hands 
y the Bookſeller, hath now emboldned me ts © 


afix Tour Lordſhip's Name to this Serious, 
and (1 _ Seaſonable Difcourſe : The 


D efgn whereof, bei ng the promoting of the 
Hononr of the $ upreme Majeſty of Hea- 
ven and Earth, of True Religion and Ver- 
Ga of | Loyalty and Love to our Gract- 


A 2  oul 


ous Sovereign, of Truth and Tuftice, 


\ 


- 
: 


_ 


nity and Feace among #6 at: Howe, ;yea, 
throughout Chriſtendom. Which therefare 
(although but a ſmall and mean Pamphlet) 
may humbly crave Four Eordihrd's Patre- 
vage': Ba pleaſed, howaven, t0- vouchſafe 
Tour Lordſhip's Pardon to. him, who can- 
not but ſtill perſiſt in the Deteſtation of all 
Knavery and Diſhoneſty, whether Civil or 
Religious:; aud. endeauour to, approve him- 
felf Faithful. to, GOD,, affettronately Liy- 
al io. ls Prance, a. h rug.Sen, of the Church 
of FOgand. 1m its preſent! Eſtabliſhment ; 
And. therefore, as ſuch, hp takes the-Bald- 
neſs ta\ſubſertbe, himſelf, -\._ + p 


2 > - apoady 
Your: Lord{hip's. maſt Humble | -- 


C 
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_ and Devoted Servant; © —_ J- 
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SOBER 


SOBER and SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATIONS, 


Occaſioned by the Death of 


His Moſt Sacred MAJESTY, 


King Charles II. 


LTHOUGH I may ſay,in the words 
of a worthy Author, That in our 
times there have been many good 
Books, which may be faid to echo 
one another ; this Age being as fruit- 

a7 ful in Words, as barren in Works, en- 
Cling to ſpeak much, and do nothing : Nevertheleſs in 
matters of Devotion,, or Honour of God, (as the ſaid Au- 
tor faith) it is apparent, that a Man can never fay too 
_ that which he can never do enough ; and that in 
great ſcarcity of worthy As, we ſhould not be ſpa- 
no of good Words. To which I may further add, That 
war People have been much corrupted , and 
Pyſoned with falſe, wicked and ſeditious Principles, there 
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is great need of ſober, ſerious, and ſound Diſcourſe. to 
reCtifie the ſaid evil, and to prevent and hinder the mil 
chief thereby threatned to the Nation; for elſe wicked 
_ and ſeditious Principles will produce (whenever OPpor- 

runity is offered) wicked and rebellious Prattices. Now 
in the way to ſeripus and ſound Confiderations, whit 
God by his Providences ſeems to call upon vs for at thi: 
time, 1t cannot be unfit, although by way of digreſfion, to 
commend the uſefulneſs of the time of Let ; that time of 
ſeriouſneſs and conſideration. The Antiquity whereof 
as a late Author obſerves, is ſuch ; It is like the River 
* Nilus, we can ſcarce find the Head, it being mentioned 
* by Ignatius and Ireneus, "wo of St. Johy's Scholars, by 
* Origen, who lived nor .ong after them, by the Famous 
* Councilof Nice,where :y mention theforty daysof Lext, 
* as athing known and 1 1g obſerv'd before their time: 
' as alſo, we have the Prec dent of Faſting from our Bleſſed 
: «a and he cnjoyaing the lame as a Duty to his A- 
* poltles. 

go” certainly, no Man,who believes he hath a precious 
and ummortal Soul to fave, can make any doubt or que- 
ſtion, Whether a Solemn time of Religious Faſting and 
Abſtinence, a time of calling qur ſelyes to an Accaunt, a 
time af Repentance and ſober Conſideration, can be unſu- 
table,but highly Advantageous as to qur Etgrnal Welkare : 
and therefore cannot look upon it otherwiſe, than..4s 4! 
excellent and wholefome Conſtitution of the Chrililan 
Church, in requiring a Religious Obſervation of Lew, 
Commemoration of our Bleliec Saviour's Faſtingand Ten: 


pation ; and accordingly,our Mother, the Church ond 
laxd,hath excellently expreſſed the uſe of it in the Col 

for that Sunday in Lewt, 0 Lord ! who for ear [ah Wþ 
Faſt forty days and forty nights ; give us (rra( 10 fe 
Abſtizence , that our Flyh being ſubdued to the 
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ever obey thy godly Motions in Righteouſneſs and 
wee” lize[s, to thy Honor and Gt ory, &C. | 

We alſo know well, that the grand Reaſon and Ground 
of the prevalency of Vice and Wickedneſs in the 
World,is chiefly and primarily from the want of ſober and 
Grious Conſideration ; for this is an undoubted Maxim ; 
That inconfiderate Men , are wicked Men ; for it 
uſt needs be ſo, when Meg areled by their ſenſual. Appe- 
rires, which ftick cloſe to them, their Reaſon lies as it were 
aſleep. It had need be therefore awakened by ferious 
Conſideration ; for if Reaſon be out of Af, and Exer- 
ciſe, Sin will be committed. Now, how hardly are Men 
brought to this neceſlary duty, of a ſerious view and- re- 
fetion upon themſelves, their Lives and Converſations 
(:ſpecially if they be evil) and in order to their higheſt and 
oreateſt Concern, the Salvation of their Souls, is tao e- 
vident to any conſidering Man ; as if they thought their 
Souls were the vileft and worſt part of themſelves, leaft 
worth regard. 

Let us further conſider, That it is found by Pradtice 
and Experience, (the beſt Inftruter) that the religious 
Obſervation of this time of Lexz, hath proved ta'be a 
mighty reſtraint to Prophanenefs and Debauchery ; yea, 
even where men are moſt exquiſite in wickedneſs. That it 
hath been a matter of wonder to Travellers, to ſee what 

 anAppearancezat leaſt,there is of Demurenefs,Sobriety and 

&rroulneſs generally all men take upon them at this time : 

| ſhall give it you in the words of a worthy Gentleman 

+ our own Fo and Nation, a _ —_ _ 

dierver 1n foreign x - when ſpeaking of 1taly 

laith ) That, norwiblidacing thier, View Sir Edwin Sands 

Uring the time of Leyxt , the People of is bis Europe 
mms are much Reformed, no ſuch 2a 

pheming , nor dirty ſpeaking as before ; their 

"2 77 nn Vauty 
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t Vanity of all ſorts laid reaſonably aſide, their Pl=,; 

6 der Me” : their Apparel, their Diet, and Or 
* elſe compoſed to Auſterity, and a State of Penitence. 
* They have daily then their Preaching, with Colle&ior 
* of Alms, whereto all men reſort, and to judge of -them 
* by their outward ſhew ; They ſeem penerall to have 
* very great Remorlſe of their Wickedneſs ; inſomuch ac 
*I muſt confeſs, I ſeemed .unto my {elf in Tray to 
© have beſt learned the right uſe of Lex ; there firſt to 
* have diſcerned the great fruit of it, and the Reaſon for 
which thoſe Sages in the Church at firſt did inſtitute ir, 
* Neither can I eaſily accord (as the faid worthy Author 
© goes on) to the Fancies of ſuch, as, becauſe we 6ught 
© at all times to lead a Lite worthy of our Profeſſion, 
* think it therefore ſuperſtitious to have one time wherein 
* to exaCt or expect 1t more than other ; but do thus ra- 
© ther conceive, that the corruption of "Times, and wick- 
©edneſs of. Man's Nature is ſo exorbitant, that it isa 
© hard matter to hold the ordinary ſort of Men, at al 
* times, within the Lifts of Piety, Juſtice and Sobriety : 
*It is fit therefore there ſhould be one time at leaſt in the 
'year, and that of a reaſonable continuance according 
* to the practice of all Men, (for the Jews and Turks have 
© their Lexts) to conſtrain Men, how wicked and wretclt- 
*leſs ſoever, for that time at leaſt, to recal themſelves to 
- © ſome more ſevere Cogitations and Courſes ; leſt Singha- 
*-ving no ſuch Bridle to check it at any time, ſhould at 
. _— become head-ſtrong and unconquerable in them; 
© as alſo to inure Men, though but to a bare ſhew of Ver- 
* rue, they might afterwards pzrhaps more ſerioully per- 
© fiſt in it. . Thus we have the Relation of the manner 
of Obſervation of Lezt in foreign parts, among re 
Romanifts, with his Judicious Comment thereupon- 


Now 
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| Now certainly, we-have as great Reafon to be obliged. 
othe ſtrit Obſervation of this time, as others, upon the 
Reaſons aforefaid t For it 15 too evident, Vice and Wick- 
ednefs grows upon. us and abounds, and had: need have 
Reſtraints put pon it, leſt it ſwallow us up ; and there- 
fore (inſtead of making a mock at the Religious Obſer- 
vation of this Solema Time among the Romaxiſts ) 
let us learn Vertue and Goodneſs from our Ad- 
verſaries ; and laying aſide our Vanity and Wicked- 
neſs, let us become grave-and ſerious ; ſober, penitent 
and reformed : For ſhall it be ſaid, when the whole 
Chriſtian World are all DR {ober, ſerious, confide- 
ative, are humbling their Souls before God with Faſt- 
iags and Mortifications, and are upon tlieir Knees before 
God, and frequent and fervent in their Devotions , That 
we in Exgland (that own our ſelves to be Reformed, 
and better Chriſtians) are taken up--with our Jailittes 
and Feaſtings, yea, our Pebauches and: Excefles, : and 
have not ſo much ſenſe: of our Sins, and Tranſgrefſtons 
of the Divine Laws, and our great Proyocations of the 
Divine Majeſty, as to be ſo far diſpleaſed with our ſelves 
for the ſame, as to deny: our ſelves now and then a meals 
Meat, orat leaſt ſomewhat of our Excefles, : or from our 
more pleaſant food, in the ſenſe. of our great unworthi- 
nels, by reaſon of our horrid Ingratitude in our many 
acinous Sins and Offences againſt the Supreme Majeſty 
ot Heaven;and thereby takingan aRualRevenge upon our 
kelves for the ſame; or ſo far however,at leaſt, asthe ſame | 
Abſtinence may promote,aud further in-us a ſolemn,ſerious 
Conſideration of our Ways and Doings, the ſtate of our 
Souls,and may enflame and add force to our Devotions to 
00d, both in behalf of our ſe]ves and others; yea, the 
whole Church of. God ? 


WS | - - 
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' Let usconfider alſo, of this outward. Appearance a6 
Face of Religion ; and to be ferious, although jr be buy 
for a time,what ctfeCt it may have upon us: -Who know; 
not,but it may ſomewhat make Impreſſion on mensMing. 
as to fall in love and likeing of ſincere -and-trye Piety 
and it may in time prevail upon them., to.-become hone 
and upright, and not only lay aſide their Wickedneſ; for 
a ſeaſon, but wholly abandon their Luſts: For this 
reſtraint for a time 'muſt mightily convince them, 
That they have a power over themſelves-to reſtrain their 
diſordered and vitious Appetites tor a time ; and then, 
why not. longer if they pleaſe? It will alſo inure 
and accuſtom them. to the duties of Religion, and denial 
of their ſenſual Appetites ; but,however, they are more 
worthy of Commendation, and are doubtleſs leſs wick- 
ed, who thus far ſubject themſelves to Authority, than 
{ſuch who will not be /perſwaded to lay aſide their (ins for 
a time, and who will obferve-no time of Humiliation of 
their Souls, and extraordinary Devotions, and of S:riouf- 
neſs and Conſideration. Eſpecially, -1t we conſider how 
far a formal and hypocritical Humiliation of a wicked 
Ahab had acceptance: with God ; as thedeliveranc? of 
him from a temporal Judgment, and that is {hould be 
ſuſpended during his days. 

Let us confider further : How highly Advantageous 
rhe Religious Obſervation of the time of Lext may-prove to 
ſuch Chriſtians, whoare deſirous, and will but endeavour 
fincerely to ſet about the Religious Duties of this HolyFaſt, 
of Conſideration, and ſerious Reflection upon themſelves; 
of Reading, Meditation,Faſting and Prayer, Repentance, 
by putting them upon this great Work ; which, it 1t were 
not impoſed upon them, they would perhaps very carcleſly 
and {lightly paſs over,or roſlibly never find a time to 2Þ- 


ply themſelves to theſe Duties at all ; and if it _—_ 
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&nt only tolay afide our Sins for a ſeaſon, as I touch'd be- 
gre : they being then eſtranged, and,as it weree,mancipa- 
ed from their Lufts and Habitsof Sin for a time,and fo far 
in 2 greater Capacity to difcern and apprehend Divine 
Truths,and the Excellency of Chriftianity, of Vertue and 
true Goodnels, and to taſte of that preſent Felicity which 
isin the very practice of 1t,(which 1f Men had but once 
1 Reliſh of, they would doubtleſs never return to live 
upon, Husks with Swine any more) which elfe, by the 
continual ſteam of their Luſts and Vices, while they 
wallow in them, would be ſo blinded and infatuated in 
their Underſtandings, not able to know their right hand 
from the left, not to diftinguiſh between Light and. 
Darkneſs, Good and Evil ; which, together with the 
Advantage to themſelves of their extraordinary Devo- 
tions for God's Grace to Afﬀfift them in their honeſt endea- 
yours, and then conſulting at that time alſo a good Spi-- 
r3zual Director of their Souls, for his ghoſtly Councel 
and Advice, eſpecially how to avoid the occaſions of Sin 
for the futore, and to be armed againft ſuch Aflaults as 
they may meet with in their Chriſtian Courſe ; and how 
totrame their holy Reſolutions of Amendment of their 
Lives, fo,that they may be ſucceſsful to them for the fu- - 
ture, that they may vow, and perform their Vows to 
God, All which afore-mentioned Duties, are doubtleſs 
the Chriſtian Duties, as at other times, ſo eſpecially what 
tis time puts us upon. . 

And as to ſuch Perſons as are truly vertuous and good, 
how pleaſant and acceptable muſt needs ſuch a time be 
to them, a ſeaſon of extraordinary Exerciſe of Piety, 
Charity and Devotion, having this more Solemn time 
of Conſideration and Examination of their Hearts and 
Vays,their Slips and Deviations from theit Profeſh- 
UW, and making their Accounts even with God, and/en- 

PR To Joy 1g 


enjoying his Favor (for as we ſpeak inour Temporal Cog. 
cerns, That often ana even reckoning makes long Frien, . 
ſo without queſtion,this 1s the beſt way to keep triendſhin 
with Heaven) and humbling their Souls before God. T 
ſenſe of their own Sins and Tranſgreſhons : And then he. 
wailing the wickedneſs of the Nation they live in, Gf 
ſupplicaring God for pardon ; and more eſpecially,rour. 
ing forth ' their Souls 1n tervent and frequent Deyotions 
both publick and private, in Reading, Meditation and 
cood Conference, in renewing of their Vows and Coye- 
nants with God, reſigning themſelves up to their Lord 
and Maſter, the ever Blefled Jeſus ; and participating of 
that Bleſſed Feaſt, the Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of their Crucified Saviour, there receiving the Pledge, 
al and Aſſurance of the pardon of their Sins, the Fa- 
vor and Love of God, and from that Bleſſed Feaſt of 
Eafter,that time of Fubile, run with Alacrity and Chear- 
tulneſs of Heart (like the Sun 1n his Courſe) that Bleſ- 
{ed Chriſtian Race, the end whereof 'will be an eternal 
weight of Glory ; which will as far exce:d all our 
Thoughts and Hearts, as it now exceeds our Deſerts. 

* Now, when theſe things are duly coniidered,” none I 
hope 'will cry out with Fudas, What means this Waſt! 
for can we take too much of wiſe, ſober, ſerious Con- 
{ideration about our eternal Concernments (the princi- 
pal Buſineſs of our Lives? ) And although good Chri- 
ftians do this at other times alſo, eſpecially before they 
approach the Holy Sacrament ; yet, why not now allo, 
more ſolemnly and ſeriouſly, together with holy Abſtr 
nence and Faſting joyned to it, (which adds advantageto 
our Prayers) asit did to the Prayers of Cornelius? And lome 
Men may poſſibly be poſſeſt by long cuſtom in Sin, ſucha 
ſtubborn Devil, who will not out without Prayerand Falt- 


ing, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Mark 9. & 29. And why 
M 
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neans make this time highly Advanitageous to us, forcthe 

amoting of Piety in our Souls,and-making Religion not 
only Our Profeſſion, bur, eſpecially at-this time, our Trade'; 
which, indeed , ought. to: be the. great Buſineſs of our. 
Lives , our greateſt ,end 'and deſign we drive in the 

'orld. IF Fu | 
b Let us all now conſider, That God Almighty, by his 
extraordinary Providences, calls upon us to. be ſerious, 
when the Cedars fall, and thoſe who are his Vicegerents, 
and are-Stiled by him, Gods on Earth ao: aye. like Men 4 
when he hath ſignified his Diſpleaſure -againſt us for onr 
orcat Sins and Provocations, and -hath bereft us. (as it 
were) of the Light.of our Eyes, and the Breath of 
our Noltrils ; deprived.us of our late Gracious:Sovereign, 
the beſt of Pfinces ;: But yet nevertheleſs ' (7 midſt: of 
Tudgment remembring Mercy ) hath Tichly- again \ſups 
plyed that great -Lofs unto us,, which nothing (but the 
furniſhing 'us with ſuch a Juſt and Gracious Prince we 


now have upon the Throne) could have-made up torus 
a Prince who hath þften (when a Subject) hazarded this 
Life tor our Honor and Defence ; and hath freely, of 
us own good Will and Pleaſure, given us: ſuch great 
Aſlurance of Confirming to us the — Eſtabliſh- 


ments bothin Church. and State-;; ſuch: a:Prince (as, T 
nave ready P/ato diſcribes)-:* Under whom wemay.exget 
true Quietnels and Remedy from all Evil ;:in whom, by 
| Divine Ordinance from above, there nieeteth 1n one Per- 
on the Right : Majeſty of a King, and the Mind'of:a 
Wile Philoſopher, to: make Vertue Governeſsand Rarler 
over Vice; tor Men (as he. ſpeaks)-ſeving the true I- 
_ Mage of Vertue in their Prince, and in;the Example of 
| his Life, do wallin ly grow to be. wiſe-of thernſeives, 
. and do fall in tove, king and friendſhip unto. it, and:do 
;Ule all Emperance and faſt, dealing. 1 And thys thegDas 


vine 
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vitie Goodneſs, by the | intermixing of [udynjens x 
Mercy, deſigns to. break our ſtony Hear and Do 
{peak to us.(as he did onceto the People of 1/74el)Oþ 14h, 
there were ſuch a Heart in them that they would fear me 
and keep all my Comanaments. always, that it might be ny 
with them apd with their Children for ever, Dent. "i 
And therefore, have we not great Reaſon now to he j 
rious, and to conſider our Ways and Doings, all our prear 
Sins and Provocations, 'and to abhor our ſelves in Du 
and. Aſhes. for the ſame ; eſpecially, in con{ideration of 
that national Guilt that we he under ; which cries aloud 
againſtcus to Heaven ? 

Let us {erioully confider, that general great Contempt 
of, God and Religion, which ſo much ebounds in the 
Nation ; as if we had loſt that natural inftin&t of a Dei- 
ty, (if I may fo call it) that Senſe of God, which the 
Law of Nature” hath 'impreſt upon the Minds of all 
Men.. Oh! the Atheiſtical Diſcourſe, of wicked Men, 
which we meet with 'in' every 'place, thejr prophane 
Merriment , drolling upon God and Religion, the Sa- 
cred Scriptures ; asif Men were reſolved to defi their 
Creator, and to hunt and chaſe God and all Religion out 
of, the World ? What a general, moſt audacious Con- 
tempt of the Divine Laws, - with a high hand, as if we 
had: no. dependance on him,and were not his Comms, 
and our breath in our Noftrils ; the great Contenpt 0 


his. Miniſters. and pens jg the Reverend and Wor: 


thy _ of the Church of Exglend? although our 
Saviour faith, He that = lo you deſpiſeth me. The great 
Contempt.of his publck Worſhip and Service among B, 
as if he were an Idol, and not the Living God. Als: 
if we look into our Churches, may we not ſee (05, 
how can we but ſee) in moſt of them, the Abomine 


tion of Deſolation, as I may call it ; either horrid! 
reverence 


"tt; 
-everence in our Geſtures and Behaviour there, in thoſe 
ed places, rather many times like peopleat a play,than 
otions,trifling with the rhings of Godtand Re- 
ligion ? Or may WE Not ſee many times, the publick | 
Worſhip and Service of God in the Churches, Celebra- 
£d and Performed almoſt to the " bare walls of the 
Church, attended by the Poor, the Halt, the Blind'and 
he Lame? a few of the meaneſt of rhe People ; eſpe- 
cially if there be no-Sermon to Attend and Sandtifie the 
Solemnity ; and yet there being ſo many people among 
us, who have their time ying {o upon their hands, that 
they know not well how to diſpoſe of it : Bur this mif- 


chief was, I conceive, much occaſioned from erroneous 
and wicked Principles and Opinions of our hate times of 
Uſurpation, as that we were not obliged to give God 
the worſhip of the Body as well as of the Heart; and that 
it was very ſcarce, if at all, the Worſhip of God, with- 
out a Sermon to attend it. A hath 

Let us conſider ſeriouſly, thoſe horrid Sins of Murmur. 


ing againſt our Governors, ſpeaking evil of Dighities, 
our Seditions and Rebellions againſt our Sovereign Prince; 
and the ſad and diſmal Conſequences of the fame, in - 
the late times of Uſirpation 3 the Depoſing, Dethro- 
ning and Murdering of the Lord's Anourited, and exp0.- 
ing the Royal Family to infinite Dangers and Hazards ; 
the DeftruCtion of thouſands ; the Deyaſtations, Miſery 
and Ruine of the whole Kingdom. Let us conſider, 
with Horror and Amazement, the Infolence and Wick- 
canefs of thoſe Rebet Saitits, whoſe very beſt pretences 
were a more deſperate Afﬀeront, both to Governinetit afid - 
Religion, than perhaps any Age or Hiſtorian car, paral- 
et; but whoſe worſt PraCtices were villzinous, not only 
ond Example, but Belicf; as a tate worthy Author 
th obſerved: which Crimes (it is much to be feared) 
FF. O - are 


I2 | —_ 
are not-yet explated, although forgot ; but ct 
Heaven for Vengeance ; eſpecially, conſidering hyde 
ny there have been among us 1n this N ation, who oy 
ſo far from Repenting of. the ſaid horrid. Villainies tha 
they owned and avowed thoſe very Principles of Sedlit: 
on and Diſloyalty, which promoted and were the cauſe 
of the fame ;. and with audacious. Impudence, proceed. 
ing many ſteps onwards : in the ſame Path of Dilloyalty, 
and towards the: perpetrating of the ſame Wickegnes 
again. 

Let us. conſider. alſo, of our Pride and Wantonnek 
in Religion, our running greedily into Errors, Hereſies 
and Schiſms, with the Conſequences of them ; Hatred, 
Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Envy- 
ings, Murthers ; the loſs of true. Religion, Peace and 
Unity :. and how we have by this means cloathed Reli- 
g10n, (and that, which ſome would call the Proteſtant 
Religion) ina deformed Dreſs, in a Fools Coat ; made 
it. Ridiculous, yea, Loathſom to all ſober and conſider- 
ing Perſons in the World. 

And therefore, now to make us ſenſible of the Wicked- 
neſs of the late times ; and eſpecially,confidering there is 
ageneration riſen up ſince, who are many of them 13nc- 
rant of the {ſame ; I ſhall make a ſhort Scheme, Draught 
and Repreſentation of the Riſe, Pfogreſs, Fruit and Et- 
fe of Fanaticiſm and Schiſm. We may underſtand, 
That there was a happy Reformation of Religion, per- 
feted and cottipleatey in the Reign of Queen E1:z4bet, 
of Bleſſed Memory , by the Wiſlom, Moderation and 
Judgment of our Wiſe Reformers, the Reverend, Lean: 
ed and Pious Divines, the Biſhops, and Clergy of the 
Church of Exglaxd in Convocation Aſſembled ; wo 
propoled to themſelves the keeping of the Golden Mean, 


Reforming no farther from Rowe than was fit ay 
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Gry and commendable ; and indeed,' no” farther reced>- 
5 from Rome, than ſhe had receded from her ſelf, 
1nd from Antiquity 3 and therein doing ' no more than 
what had been the deſires of many others, famous and 
worthy Men, who nevertheleſs lived and died in» Com- 
union of that Church ;. and what was thought apon 
good grounds , That other Parts of Chriſtendom, would 
have attempted. and effeCted, if they could have had a 
[awful Oppertunity and Authority for the doing thereof, 
25.we had in England. In ſhort, as the Worthy Dr. 
Fears truly ſtates the Caſe of our Reformation in Exg- 
/ayd; We (faid he) had juſt Cauſe to Reform, and 
{> had our Adverſaries, the Romaniſts ; We, in Re- 
' forming did what we ought ; 1t they had done what 
' they. ought, and had cauſe to do , no breach or diviſion: 
{had followed. And further : We, in doing what we 
* ought, preſerved the Faith entire together with Chari- 
'ty ; they would neither caſt oft their Errors, which 
' clogged -and corrupted the Faith , nor retain, Cha- 
*rity ; but cutus off (as much as in them lay) from the 
* Catholick Church : So thatit 1s clear (faith that Wor- 
'thy Author) to whom the Diviſion muſt be imputed. 
Now we mult underſtand, preſently after. the compleat- 
ing of this happy Reformation of : Religion, in Queen: 
Elizabeth's Reign , there -aroſe a diſcontented and diſla-. 
tsned Faction, although curb'd and kept under by her, 
called a while after Paritans,, which were. (like Mothes 
mn a Cloth, eating and fretting the ſame) continually 
murmuring againſt the ſaid excellent:Reformation.; 'find- 
10g great fault with Government, Liturgy, and the Re- 
verend Biſhops and Governors of. the Church ; inſtead; 
of being thankful to God-for the ſame, . and of their rea-. 
dy and chearful Subje&tion (as good Chriſtians ought). 


to this Excellent Conſtitution. Yea, the faid Fa _ 
IQ. 


4 

'did-procetd to repine and complain againſt the #: 
yo as to Conform to 1t, 26 continued to do gs = 
Jane's Reign ; abuling the Favor and Indulgence of that 
good Prince, granted to them in the Conference at 
toa-Court ; increaſing and growing more numerous, þ 
their pretences to Piety and Purity of Religion,with thei 
frequent Sermons and Lectures (then ſuperſtitiouſly ac. 
counted the Main, if not the All, of Religion ; and then 
alſo, very much perverted and abuſed to promote Fation 
and Diſcontents againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Government) 
until at laſt, growing to a Head, about the middle of 
the Reign of King Charles the Firſt , they then arri. 
ved to the height of Boldneſs and Infolence; and by the 
means of that black Parhament, 1640. (in the Choice 
of whoſe Members of the Houſe of Commons, that 
Faction had a great hand) together with the Rehel- 
lion of their Brethren, the Scots ; they became like anim- 
petuous and overflowing Flood,and carried and bore down 
all before them in the Nation : And, as the only pious 
and godly People, and true Proteſtants, fit to Rule and 
Govern the Kingdom, that Parliament (having by impor- 
tunity and ſpecious Pretences, obtained of their Sove- 
reign, a Confirmation for their ſitting as long as they 
pleaſed) boldly then managed a War and Revellion a- 
gainſt their Sovereign : and when by this means, this 
Nation {not to mention Tre/azd) had lain divers years 
weltcring in Blood God in juſt Judgment upon the Na- 
tion, ſutfering them to proſper in their Wackednels ;) 
they then ſeized into their hands all the Royal Preroge 
tives, the Revenues and Lands, the Jewels and Goods 0f 
the Crown, the Supports of the Royal Dignity ; dep0- 
ling, and moſt barbarouſly Impriſoniag their Liege Lord 
and Sovereign, Charles the Firſt, of ever Bleſſed Me- 


ory, ( who then flying to his own Country-met 
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he Stots, for ProteAtion, was fold, and Betrayed 

them) and retaining Him 1n Priſon in Carisbrook Caſtle 
in the Iſle of Wight , not ſuffering Him to enjoy ſo 
much as one of his Servants or Chaplains to Attend 
Him : Then alſo forcing 1nto Baniſhment the Royal Fa- 
mily, to live upon the Charity of Roman Catholicks ; 
and what ſome Loyal Subjects in England ſecretly con- 
veyed over tO them , with he, gel of their Lives. 
That FaCtion, then further proceeded on, to overthrow 
the Government of the Church ; to caſt out Prelacy, as 
a piece of Popery ; totally diſſolved all Church-Govern- 


ment ; facrilegiouſly ſold all Church-Lands and Reve- 


- nuts ; alſo caſting off, as Popiſh and Antichriſtian, the 
Holy Feaſts and Faſts. of the Church ;. as Chriſtmas, 
Eafter, &c. turned Churches into Stables ; alſo in the 
mean time, all-a-long, miſerably debauching and corrupt- 
ing the Chriſtian Sound Doctrine ; fas that wile Prelate, 
Arch-Biſhop Bazcroft, charged them with, long before, 


in his Survey: of. the Holy diſcipline. His words are. 
theke ; That the Puritans did pervert the true meaning both of 
Scripture and Fathers, to ſerve their own turn ;) eſpecially 
1n theſe particulars following : Not to mention that Opi- - 
n10n, of God's deſigning from all Eternity the greateſt 
part of Mankind to deſtru&ion,merely from the good pow | 


ſure of his Will ; .a DoRrine highly. diſhonourable to - 
the Divine Majeſty... . Firſt, That we are ſaved by Faith 
one ; when yet they ſaw. this was ſo interpreted, as 
it they did define Righteouſneſs by the ſole Opinion or 
Perſiwaſion of the Mind , and did ſeclude good Works. 
twe are juſtified by the imputation of. Chrift's Righ- 
oulnels to us, as if we. had fulfilled the whole Law 
vur elves, and that we are cloathed with this Garment of 
our Elder Brother , and fo accepted. . That the Apo#ile 


*. Paulin the 7b of the Romans, 14 verſe, to the o_ 
of 
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of the Chapter, - ſpeaks of himſelf in” his 
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State, and not as Unrgenerate, (the braveſt Con it 


an Hypocrite, that poſſibly could be.) Thar we are led by 
the publick Authority of. the Spirit of God in his Wor 
common to all Chriſtians : Hence faith every Se&, % 
the Word of God Pure and Sincere, according to the 
Senſe of the Holy Spirit. That nothing is to be admir. 
ted in, or about the Worſhip of God, but what there 
is a direct Rule, and Direction for, out of the Scriptures : 
that all things muit be according to the Pattern inthe 
Mount. That, provided we give God the Worſhip of 


the Heart, it matters not whether we give him bodily 


Worſhip. And that, bowing im the Church and Worſhip- 
ing Gol and Chriſt, 1s Idolatry, or at leaſt Superſtition 
and Will-Worſhip. "That Forms of Prayer are unlay- 
ful, or at beſt, to be uſed as Crutches to ſuch asare lame, 
and cannot pray without them. That Schiſm and Sedi- 
tion are very veral Sins, if Sins at all ; laying ſuch : 
ftreſs upon Preaching, (as to uſe the word of a Fo- 
reigner, upon his coming into Ezglaz4) That our Relt- 
210n was turned into All Preach, Nothing but Preach ; as 
1t reading of the Scriptures, Prayers, Thankſgiving 
and Praifing of God, could riot be the main of thc 
Worſhip of God , except it were accompanied with 2 
Sermon. Moſt abominably negleQing to Celebrate the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, for ſeveral years 
t ogether 12 many ' places ; diſcouraging and {caring 
Men from their Duties therein, by Preaching. That 
Kings andPrinces are intruſted by the People ; and when 
they failed in their Truſt, the People might fail inther 
Duties to them ; and reſiſt and oppoſe them, and cal 
them to an Account for their breach of Truſt ; and, t 
laſt, lawfully depoſe them. Theſe with many otiers,.# 


bounded among them ; thus they prophaned W m—_ 
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__ And further; proceeding and proſperin in their 

RE , they fell ſoon after at Variance among them- 
clves, (many other F actions ariſing out of the former) 
eſpecially one great Faction, called Independents ; who 
then ſcuffled, with their Elder Brethren , the Presbytert- 
ans, for the Government, | (abominating Presbytery as 
much or more than: Eprſcopacy) got- into their Hands, 
yy the Aſſiſtance of - the then Army, who (by Force) 
ricked their Maſters, the Parliament, out of Doors, 
(That Aſſembly being then juſtly puniſhed by God 41- 
mighty, 1N the ſame kind that they had ſinnd themſelves, 
by the Inſolence and Rebellion of their own Servants 
and Souldiers)- and only about Forty or Fifty profliga- 
ted Villains of the then Hoyſe of Commons , "the {aid 
Army's Creatures, ſuffered to Sit and Vote in the Houſe 
of Commons, were declared, by the Power of the Sword, 
to be the Parliament of England, the Repreſentatives of 
all the People of England : By which pretended Autho- 


rity, but contrary to all Law, Juſtice, 'and Reaſon, yea,. 
Common Senſe, they proceeded to the full height of 
their Villainy, (moſt impudently,under pretence of Law, 
and for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and of 
tie Godly Party, and the' Leberty of the Subjeft) diſc 
annulled Kinglhip, ph. on their Soveraign Prince be-. 


tore their pretended High Court of Fuftice ; condemned 
and executed him moſt barbaroully, before the Gate of 
1s Royal Palace of White-Hall; {ſold all the Jewels of 
the Crown, all the Crown-Lands and Revenues : and, 
iaving made his Loyal SubjeQs Delinquerts, torced them, 
{0 compound for their Eſtates, and ſold the Eſtates of; 
many of them. In ſhort, thus kill'd, - and-took Poſſe(-, 
lion; and all- this: abominable Wickedneſs was commut-, 
ted under the Shew and: Face of Religion, © Goalineſs, 
fuſtice and Right, But, /as One well obſerves; "3 | 

| O 
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6 of -the greateſt- Tragedics ated in the” Life 

c (which makes Curious Perſons to queſtion, Ws 
to wonder, Good Men to groan, and the Wicked t, 
© Rejoyce) is, To ſee an Innocent Man 4 


to .do what was Right in, his eun. Eyes, (there being 
no King. in. Ijrae!). thexe was nothing but Contuſ- 
on... among them ; (laving thaz, by. a long Sword. held 
oyer them, they, were reltraig'd from killing one ano- 
ther.) All the Reverend Prelates of the Church of Ew- 
land, and moſt of the Orthodox Clergy, then, reputed 
and accounted either Papiſts, or Popiſhly-atfeQted : Part 
cularly, that worthy Man, Dr. Coufins, Dean of Durban, 
who was forced to fly into. Fraxzce.; who heing {@ acct 
5g , was therein reſolutely defended by Monſieur Daile, 

e Proteſtant - Miniſter at Charenzon by Paris ; Wi0 


writes. thus over into r * © Tum Coſins, imo mt! 


* admodum probatur ; Beſtie ſunt, & quidem Fangict, 1 
* eu de Papiſmg [6 K/pectuns habent : "They are Beaſts, 
* Fanaticks, who count Dr. Couſins a Papift. Thus thy 
were (good Men) grievoully perſecuted and driven Ur 


t9 Priſons, Dens, and Holes, or forced into Baniſhwent 


all our worthy Prelates, in mid{t of their Brea eat 
feos and Baniſhment arhong Papi/#s, T have heard 
"f none of the, who eyet deſerted tho Church of Exg. 
 1zed, in her forlorn Condition, bit = Dr. Goodman, 

piſhop of G loateſter ; Who, (4s Biſho [ dudes relates it) 
i as, it ſeems, by extremity of il] Uſage, driven beyond 
ies Pace, and ſomething beyond his Patience : For, 
c thus provoked beyond all Meaſure and Merit, (as he 
: thought) by thoſe, who much profeſſed Reformation, 
«(and yet much, in his S:nſe and Experience, did de> 
« form and deſtroy the Church gf England) it # no won- 
« der, if, dying and dejected, he choſe rather to depart 


6m Communion With the Chttrch of Rozze, than to ad-= 
here to the Chutch of Exg/and; which (as 1/aiah) 
«he thought now decayed, arid diſſolved at leaft. In 
this deſperate State of the Church and Kingdom, at laſt, | 
(to compleat this lamentable Tragedy) that Monter, 
Cromwell, did aſcend the Throne, and took upon him 


to be Lord Protector. ' | 
Thus, in ſhort, (as a worthy Author expreſſeth it) 
* When a Flouriſhing Nation had been embroyled in a 

' bloody War, and as vertuous a Prince as ever fate u 
* on Throne, had been Murther'd and Martyr'd, an E- 
* ſtabliſh'd Church had been Plunder'd and Diſſolv'd, 
' and Fellow - SubjeAs had been enraged againft each 
' othet, with implacable Zeal and Cruelty, and ſhat- 
'ter'd into nutnberlefs Schifns and Faftions. And, (As 
the Pious arid Learned Dofor Hammond hath obſerved) 
' When the Declination of Chriſtian Praftice was, at 
 laft, fo Jet among us, as to tear up the very 
' Root and Foundation, if Natural Moral Juſtice and 
Honeſty ; and, in place thereof, to ſet up a New 
; Body of Carmeades his Philoſophy, inftead of the old 
Heathen dry Principles of Integrity and Uprignons 
T =. * that: 
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£ that one Law of Intereſt and Paſſion, and gls 
© ration. So that, (as Mathiavel-- houghe) ke 
© would emaſculate and enfeeble Common-wealths cy 
© have more reaſon to COMpraly » Caith he) That it hath 
© debauched and corrupted Lives ; ------ That Chriſtian 
* Men are the impureft Part pf the World ; That $.. 
* than's after-game .hath proved more lucky and pro- 
* ſperous to him, than his. firft Deſignment did ; Thar 
* his Night-walks hath brought him more Profelyree. 
* than his unlimited Range of going up and down, to 
and fro, over the Face of the Earth ; That, as Sin 
by the Law, ſo Sathaz by the Faith of Chrif, hath 
© taken occaſion, and ſo deceived and ruined us more 
© deſperately, more univerſally, than by all the Natio- 
© nal, Idolatrous Cuſtoms of Heatheniſm he hath been 
© able to do. And let us ſeriouſly conſider, That all 
this complicated Maſs of. Wickedneſs, (not to be paral- 
tel'd under the Sun) was committed and done in the 
Face of the World, by thoſe who itiled themſelves, and 
would needs be accounted the only Proteſtants of the 
Kingdom. | 

Things being brought to this' Concluſion and up- 
ſhot ; What an eaſie Perſwaſion might, prevail with fo- 
ber and conſidering Honeſt-hearted Men in Exile, forth- 
with to abandon and renounce this Proteſtant Religion, 
as a, Religion to- be abhorred. by all Men ; as being as 
oppoſite to the true Chriſtian Religion, and what like- 
wile (in truth) was profeſſed by the Church of Eng: 
land, as Darkneſs was to Light! And a great patt, i 
not all this Miſchief, aroſe, and was carried on (3s | 
humbly conceive, with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments). 
from a furious and madAntipathy and Averſenels againit 
Popery and Papiſts ; which made them to imagine they 
never could run far enough from Rope, uatil they came- 


{0 
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0 Munſter : Where I will leave them, with. their Fel- 
low-Proteſt arts, (if all ſuch who are oppolite to: Rowe 
muſt be Prote/fants,. as .of lare many in Exgland would 
bave made them, and that by a Law alſo.) But, Alas !. 
theſe abominable and horrid Impieties, what honeſt and 
pious Heart can ſerzoully confider of, and not diſſolve 
'nto Tears ; and humbly and affeCtionately beg of God, 
not to lay. theſe. Sins , to Exgland's Charge ; but to 
wipe out the Guilt thereof trom the Nation? More 
eſpecially, conſidering what a loud Cry innocent Blood, 
yea, the Blood of The Lord's Anointed, hath to Heaven 
for Vengeance ; eſpecially upon Faraticks, and ſuch as 
retain the fore-ſaid wicked Tenents and Principles, 
which were. productive of all the ſaid Villainies. 

Let them turther- ſeriouſly conſider Mr. Baxter's own 
Words, in his laſt Anſwer to Bagſhaw, pag. 30. cited 
by a Worthy Author : * Nothing (aith Mr. Baxter) 
* that I know of, in the World, doth ſo ſtrongly tempt 
* {ome {ober Conſciencious Men, to think Popery neceſ- 
* fary for the Concord of Churches, and a violent Church- 
' Government neceſlary to our Peace, as the woful Ex- 
* perience of the Errors and Schiſm ; the mad and ma-- 
' nifold Sects, that ariſe among thoſe that are moſt a= 
'gainſt*them. To. which purpoſe, the Worthy Dr. 
Parker (ſpeaking of the Phazaticks endangering Reli-' 
Elon ſeveral ways) faith thus: *© I know no other 
grounds of Fear. or. Danger from them, unleſs this 
, may prove one at-laſt, That by their wanton and un- 
 Teaſonable Peeviſhneſs to the Ingenious and Moderate 
' Diſcipline of the Church of England, they give their” 
 Governours too. much Reaſon to ſuſpeR, - That they 
ae never to be kept-in order by a milder, and more : 
gentle Government, than that of the Church of Rome z 


$ . 
and force them, at..laſt, to ſcourge them. into better 
. 0 
[T1 Es 


4 


T2323 ] 

* © manners, with the Bryars and Thoras of their Diſt. 
ls line, | 

pa us further conſider ſeriouſly, the abounding bf 
Debauchery and Wickedneſs among us at this Da, 
which can portend nothing but Miſchief to us ; the low 
rid Oaths, Blaſphemics, and Curſes, that continually f 
about our Ears, almoſt in all Companies, and in ary 
Place, more orvlefs ; yea, as we paſs along the Str 
enough to amaze us : What abounding in Swiniſh Drun. 
kenneſs and Exceſs ? How have our Times curiouſly 
ſtudied to find out variety of Liquors, to make an Ac- 
ceptable Sacrifice thereof to Bacchus ? What Pulneſs of 
Bread, and Idleneſs ? -what Intemperance, Gaming, Un- 
cleannefs, and Laſciviouſneſs ; and the Conſequents of 
theſe, Quarrelling and Duelling ? having, as it were, 
loſt the Senſe of Good and Evil, our very Natural Mo- 
delty and Shame, we are become impudent and exqui- 
lite in Sin. And, which is moſt ſad to conſider, theſe 
are thoſe Rotten Bones, (as one hath well obſerved) whuch 
would lie hid under the Painted Sepulchre of Honor : 
Theſe ſome would make the Accompliſhments of a 
Gentleman. The Learned DoQtor Hammond obſerves, 
©* That many irrational Sins, through ſome Local- cu- 
© ſtom, have gotten the Reputation, not only of ſinkls 
* and lawful, but of laudable alfo ; as Duelling, and ut 
* favour of Sins of Uncleanneſs : whereby it 1s become 
© a more creditable thing among us, To have been guilty 
* of defiling and invading another Man's Bed, than t 
© be the Innocent Perſon which hath been thus robbd 
© by the Adulterer. | 

Now, Let vs conſider ſeriouſly of theſe thungy, (35 
a Divine of our own hath well obſerved) © How that 
* Atheiſm and Enthafizſm are apart, and by rhemlſelves, 


* the moſt deſperate and dangerous Caulcs of M ik 
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<and Calamity, and Ruin to Mankind: And that, 
« when ever they ſhould combine Intereſts, and joyn For- | 


« ces, what Government. can withſtand their Fury ; in 
©hat there is: no Wickedneſs, that is neceflary to the 
carrying, on the Cauſe, that they will not undertake? 
Do we not therefore ſtand in. great need of Sober and 


Serious Conſideration, and of humbling our Souls before 


God in Dult and Aſhes, for- all theſe before-mentioned 
Abominations, and making our Peace with an offend- 


ed Majeſty ; and, by frequent and fervent Devotions, 


imploring his Mercies, and, in the Language of our 
Church upon Afb-Wedneſday, fay ; Almighty and Ever- 
loſting God , who hateſt nothing that Thou haſt made, and 
aft forgive the Sins of all them that are Penitent ; Create 
and make in us: new and contrite Hearts, that we, wor- 
thily lamenting our Sins, and acknowledoing our Wretch- 
edneſs, may obtain of Thee, the God of all Mercy, perfett 


Remaſſion and Forgiveneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ? 


And further, to enlarge our Devotions to God ; That 


He. would fed to bleſs and proſper our Gracious Jove- 
» 


regs Lord, the. King's Majeſty, and his Gracious Con- 
ſort, and all the Royal Family : That He would furniſb 
bis Majeſty's Royal Heart with Wiſdow, to go in and ont 


before this- great People, committed to his Charge by- the 
Supreme Lord of all the Kjngs of the Earth : That God- 


mould ſupport and ſtrengthen him wnder that great Weight 
of Government, that now lies upon his Shoulders, in the 
Governing of a Licencious People, wery- much tainted with 
ith Schiſmatical, Seditious, and Wicked Principles ; which 
can be no pleaſing Task for any Prince #0 undergo + That 

God would be pleaſed to diret# and guide. his Counſels, 

and cloath his Enemies with Shame and C onfuſion ; ana, 

That upon his Head his Crown ma ry flouriſh. 


And,. 
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And, in the next place, abhorring that whick'is evil, 
let us cleave to that which 1s Good ; for, 1 hope, 'we 
need not be exhorted, not to be again Authors of ce 
own Ruin : And that, as we cannot be fo ſenſeleſs, by; 
abominate the horrid Crimes afore-mentioned , and ear. 
neftly defire our own Weltare and Happineſs ; & to lay 
aſide all Murmuring and Diſcontent, all Schiſm and 
Faction, all Sedition and Rebellion, to yield all Loyal 
and Faithful Subjection, to Our Gracious Sovereign, 7he 
Lord's Annoynted ; according to the Pure and Sound Do. 
Arine and Principles of Chriſtianity, of our Mother, the 
Church of Ezglawd ; whoſe true Sons have / as one 
ſpeaks) been ever found by Experience, to be Cordial 
Friends to the Crown of Exglaxd ; and which Church, 
is the greateſt Example of Loyalty, that perhaps ever 
appeared in the Chriſtian World : unto whom, let us 
ſubmit our ſelves, as the worthy Dr. Hammond admo- 
niſhes us; His words are theſe ; © Uniform Obedience 
* is due from us, to the Commands of that Church, 
* wherein we were born ; the Church of Exgland; 
* which of all others, in the Chriſtian world , hath 
© molt adhered to the univerſal Church of the firſt, and 
* pureſt Ages. Let us Conform our ſelves therefore, to 
this beſt Conſtituted Church in the World ; who hath 
kept to that Excellent Rule, Quod ſemper, quod ubique, 
quod ab omnibus receptum fuit ; and adhered to the Scrip- 
tures, and true Antiquity, Let us live peaccable and 
quiet Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; and adhere 
to our Holy Chriſtian Religion in all things ; and make 
our Religion the great Buſineſs-of our Lives : For, It 
Chriſtianos & Gentiles non tantum fides devet , ſed etiam 
vita diſtinguere; we ought to be diſtinguiſht by our 
Lives and Converſations, - as well as' by our Faith and 
Proteſhon : For this is moſt certain, "That true ro 


[ 5). 
etruc and Goodneſs, ity, Fidhilliey, j> Loyaley \ and 


Pacelnc , wedle moſt pope ET Cond Pai eat Fer 
e re nh, ota found Faith and Per- 
wn As of therefore, ds doubtleſs;the Great Tntereſt of 
Prigces, to ProteCt, Countcnance and Support the true 
Religion of Jeſus Chriſt 5 which is LO with nothing 
but Humility, Fell, Fuſtice, W dom, ' Moderation, 
Temperance, Sobriety, Subjection, Loyalty, Peaceable- 
nes, Unity, Love and Charity : So, alfo, it 15 their pre? 
Intereſt, to take care to pro ih pram eve 
good and ſound Principles of 
Loyalty : and'to rhat end, Ls -oppacarFnncos, 
fon of in erroneous and ſeditious Books and Diſcourſes + 
and that together with the Sacred Scriptures,and good Ca- 
rechiſms, there might be Fo mitted none but found Tratts 
of PraQtical Dirk well, and wiſely compoſed,ts colic 
into the Hands of their Subjedts cnepermns 1 which, there 
ſhould alſo be conſtant Means, - of inftruCting all Men by 
Preaching ; but more e ſpecially, the Youth and younger 
 ort,by oquely Catechiſing them: This being well ſecu- 
, It were no matter, what became of a many TraQts 
of Religion currant amongft us, 1t they were commit- 
ted to the Flames ; which & but diſtraft and difturb 
(many of them) miſlead, if not poyſon, Peoples Minds 
with bad Principles: and by thoſe means (in time) there 
ght be de a happy Reformation of Men' s$ Minds 
and Manners, - | | 
"a us itt the next place confider, That it is the great 
Intereſt of- Subjefts, to: Copy out the Holy Chriftian 
Religion in their Lives and Converfations ; and. then 
of -our 'great Complaints would without. queſtion 
ceale's all Difagder arid 'Confuſions be no more hear d 
of in the Wotk:-TF Men, whom the Moff High, hath 


Gfferenced from Beaſts, by Rational and Immortal Sovls, 
E would 
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would: not lay aſide their Manhood, heir Reafon-and. 
nerate into Beaſts, and be led and hurried by their $ 
Appetites, and Paſſions. They might, therefore, eg b 


be perſwaded to entertain, what would certainy prg. 
mote their True Happineſs and Intereſt ; the: Ex ent 
Religion of the Holy JESUS, it. being the preat De. 
ſign of God, in ſending his Soz into the Workd, to pro. 
mote the Welfare and Happineſs of 'Mankind, through. 
out the wlfole World. Andcan any one, not void of al 


- 


common. Reaſon ar Senſe, think that, ever God pave us 


, - ' 


Wiſe, and; Underſtanding, V igorous and AQtive Souls, 
merely to, animate Human Bodies 3. to Eat, and Drink, 
and Sleep- to gratifie our Senſes, opr brutal Parts ; tg 
pravide only for our Bodies ; to be mere Senſualiſts and 
Epicures ;. and to acquire and heap up Riches? Doubtleſs, 
our Noble, Excellent and Immortal Squls : were: given 
us for more noble and excellent Employment and End; 
to be raiſed up above theſe things, to be bulied, and ta- 
ken up with the Contemplation of God, of -our Glori- 
ous Creator, his Excellencies and PerfeCtions, and all his 
wonderful Works ; to Adore, Love and Honor Ham in 
all that we are or have ; That whether we Eat or Drink ; 
or whatſoever we do in Word or Deed, we ſhould do 
all the Praiſe, and Glory of God; and in ' all. thugs, 
to be regulated by his. Laws. Now ſhall we farget God, 
and: be more degenerate, than the, Beaſts. which Periſh: 
For the Os knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſters 
Crib? To.came more cloſe to us,We,that own our {elves 
Chriſtians, do we believe the. Religion we. Profels: 
If we do; why, doth it ſignifie fo. little to, us,. 
_ 1tdoth? Why, & we not.live ſomewhat, an{werable to 

it? Or, if we do. not. believe it, Why. do' we; own the 
Profeſſion ? Either we muſt be guilty of abomunabk 
Hypocriſy, or, of Atheiſm and Irreligion ; And "ms 


ey. | 

eaks away Religion, and the Senſe of God out of the 
Wotld; you d9, 45.it were, take the” Sun out of the 
Firinamenr ;-your take away, the Diſtinions of Good 
6d Evil,” bring -your ſelves tobe Beaſts, wallowing in 
all manner of Filthineſs and Senſuality : You reducehe 
World, into its firſt Chaos. of Confuſion ; deſtroy the 
Happineſs of Man; overthrow all Rule, Ord er, Govern- 
metit and Peace in the, World. It hath been found, by 
univerſal Experience, 1n all Ages of the. World ,* the 
preat Peace, Happineſs and Profperity, which'hath al- 
ways riſen -to the World from Religion ; and the true 
lively affecting Senſe of God and Obedience to his Laws, 
from the Exerciſe of Vertue and true Goodneſs. Andrhat 
on the contrary, when Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs pre- 
vailed; that Mens Luſts and Pafſhons- quickly difturh- 
ed the World, and overthrew the publitk Peace of States 
and Kingdoms-; brought in War, ' Miſchief, Blood and 
Ruine, turning a Fruitful Land, into a Barren Wilder: 
neſs : For how 1s it poſſible that, ſuch men, as are unfaith- 
ful to God, ſhould be True and Loyal to their Sovereigh, 
his Vicegerent upon Earth'? That ſuch as are men of no 
Religion, men of no Principles, and walk by no Rule , 
but are Slaves and Drudges to their Appetites and Luſts , 


thould ever, in time of Danger and*Fryal, ftick faſt to: 


the Crown and Government, and perform the Duties-of 
Loyal and Obedient- Subjects, and dye for their Prince. 
And, as for ſuch among us, as have been led _ by 
the ſpecious Pretences of: Fanaticks., in the fimp city; 
and honeſty of their Hearts, into the Schiſm and FaCti- 
0M, (351 make no queſtion, there have been ſome) fer 
four Eyes be now- opened, and behold the proſpect of 
your Folly ,-ints' which, you have been miſerably fedu- 
td by your-Leaders and Guides ; and. as you” tender 
your own ſafety, to withdraw from the Terts- of 'C _ 
- = £ Tal 
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For hawerer in 
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Jems,un 


the abominable H 
ciſm., That ever. there ſhould: remain; any one among 
us, at this day : Thoſe, therefore, that ſtill remain ſuch, 
muſt needs be Iooked upon, as. having moſt proſtituted 
and malicious Souls ; who are in Judgment, given.upto 
a reprobate Mind ; whoſe end.is Deſtruction,, as the 4- 
tf eheal. And it is.a matter of great wonder, That 
here are ſo. magy in-our days, {till to.remaia fo fottlh ; 
as. when they make- uſe. of the Rules of Prudence and 
Diſcretion, 1n all their other. Concernments ; yet 25 to 
their, greateſt Concerament,, their Immortal Souls : ter 
hay them aſide, and every, or, any pitiful Sen 
and ON ;. Or any. piece. of ' Folly, Ignorances Fees 
viſhneſs,, and Ignorance muſt ſerve. ther twrny) be tis 
Dire&tor and Guide of their Souls.:-and-yet, neverthe- 
&&, they will. profeſs to believe, That Muracles areca 
{kd in the Church... WES. ape et 4.390.118 To 
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Toperſivn by abr nj whe DHNEs nLojg! 
afr,,o00r Frince and LiegeT ordtlicKing, ou ous 
nant Les us'conſider,(as one of late har welt obſerv'. 
=) That the Worth, F.xcellenty ani Providence of 4 Printe, 
or uot [ufficient to make « Kingdom or Nation Happy : 
His Sw6je&#s, ought to Contribute their Proportions alſo 
it, Let us, therefore, abhorr and dereſt, and caſt a- 
way thoſe Sed:rrous Principles of the late times ; Thar we . 
may do Evil; that Good rnay come 3. and That a lawful 
Priace, May be withſtood and refilted, when-ever they 
themſelves ſhall jndge;that Religion and Property is invaded 
or in Danger. For, when:theſe ro ARNE: 
among Subjects, in what Circumitances mat needs thar 
Prince be; when-ever' an Opportunity offers it ſelf, out 
late times have ſufficiently verified by plain Denionſtra- 
tions: Let ns entertain therefore, in-our Minds,the Honeſt 
Chriſtian, Loyal: Principles of the Churctr of  Expland : 
Let ns be obedient: Sons urtto Her :' Let us be of, humble, 
paacaable- and'complymg:'Tempers ; for this is att unde-. 
nable Trath, That. it 1s- a far leſs Crime, to commic 
at Error on the right Hand ; that is to ſay, in a peacea- 
ble Compliance with-juft art lawful Authority , to'pro- 
mote thereby, Order, Government , Peace and Unity : 
Titan, 6n the left ; that is to fay, to commit an-Error, . 
ig diſobedience: to -juft Authority: in- this ſence, it may 
be well faid, Melins: eff FHumilitas in malis,* quam Super- 
bitin bonis : For, as, the firſt proceeds from Hunulity | 
and dutifitl SubjeQtion to Authority ,.and is the” Preſer-. 
ver- of publick. Order, Government, . Unity and Peace ; . 
wherein, the Welfare” of Mankind , principally” con- | 
liſts in this. World-:- Sv, the other , is the ptodu 
of Pride , Prefumprion and: Iiſolence; and over-turns | 
all Government » Order and Peace 1n the World , and. 
brings in nothing but Diſturbances, Strife aud'Conten-. - 
tion, 


tion, -Rebellion, Blood and Ruin; and in ſhort, if.g 
ieQts would be Loyal.,, Kingdoms could not be 14 
But, T would not. herein be miſunderſtood, ro nlea I 
Sin in any caſe, for the qbtaining the greateſt p0dd's\ al. 
though, a Hearhen, once ſaid, Iniquiſimam pacem, Py il. 
ſimo bello antefero ; he preterr'd an unjuſt Peace, 'before , 
moſt juſt War : But this, I am conkdent of, We cannot he 
innocent, when-ever we diſobey a juſt-Authority ; except 
the unlawfulneſs of the thing commanded, be as clear 
and apparent, as our Duty of Obedience 1s. And for 
my own part, I would chuſe rather to run to the vt- 
moſt extent of what 1s lawful ;. before I-would refuſe 
Active Obedience to a juſt and lawful Authority, either 
in Church or State : and I think I have the Holy Chri. 
{tian Religion on my ſide, to juſtifie me herein. - And 1 
am ready to think alſo, that according to this Rule, all 
Our Diſſenters and Faxaticks will .be 'Fryed one day at 
the Great Tribunal ; when their Proud, Ignorant, Pie- 
Tiſh and Froward Conſciences:, {hall. be no excule to 
them. "+ 
It doubtleſs, therefore, very much concerns us to con- 
ſider ſeriouſly of the great, danger there is in thoſe no 
{mall Sins of Hereſie and Schiſm, to fuch, as are _ 
and truly ſuch. And,we are more caſily deceived jp thele 


kind of Sins; in ngard, Satan, herein, is notably tranl- 
c 


formed into an Angel of Light. And ſuch Perſons, who 
are not fo caſily tempted to Intemperance and De- 
bauchery, yet, herein .greedily ſwallow-down lus Batts ; 
and ſpiritual Pride, that is ready to attend ſuch Men, as. 
are free from Debauchery and Prophaneneſs, many tunes. 
helps forward the "Temptation  likewife the gr catelt 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks that ever were in the Wor id, 
have had very fair outſides at leaſt ;. I mean, of. good 20d. 
pious Converſations: How much therefore; dotl.it FO | 
7 6 OoR See hone ee 


_ 
org us td have 2great:Care of chat Sin, that attends ſuch: 
5 are poſſibly otherwiſe good Men ; but, nevertheleſs,. 
of all Vices, 15 One of the:greateſt'and moſt pernicious :. 
For (asone well faid) '© Whereas all other Vices proceed, 
« 0m ſore ill in us, ſome finful Imbecility of our Nature, 
«This alone, ariſeth out-of' our good Parts: Now to let, 
1s know, what theſe Sins are, (Calvin ſpeaketh thus 
in his Inſtitutes ; They are called Fereticks and Schiſmma- 
© ticks; who, making a-Divilion, do break in furider the. 
© Communion of the Church, which, is contained in - 
© wa: Bonds ; viz. The Agreement of true-Dottrine, 
1nd, Brotherly. Love ;\ .. whereupon. St. Auſtir { ſaith. 
he) putterh this difference berween -Schiſmaticks and. 
' Hereticks ; becauke:the latter, viz. Hereticks', corrupt 
' with falle Opirtions: the ſincerity - of the Faith ; and 
' the formerz, iz., 'Sohiſanaticks, even whete there is like 
' Faith , do- break : the the Bond of Felow{ihip: But 
yet, we are farther: to-confider, 'to- make'an Heretzek ;- 
There mult be not. only Frror in - Intelſe Fu, but, Pertina- 
4 in Voluntate ;, not only Error in the Underſtanding, 
but Obſtinacy in the: Will ; for as St. Auſtin ſpeaketh ; 
Qui ſententiam ſuam, quamvis falſam atque perverſam, nul- 
lc pertinact animoſitate defendunt ; 'querunt autem cauta ſol- 
tudine weritatem, corrigt parati cum tuventrint, nequa- 
tram ſunt inter Hereticos deputands : They that do not 
pxrtinactouily and:ſtubbornly defend their erfoneous and 
corrupt Opinions ;. but with great, Care and' Ingenuity 
ek the Truth, are ready to ſubmit unto it when they. 
nd it, theſe are not to. be reputed in the number of 
Fn {0 true- is.that faying, that no 'truly- good 
74, Can be an Hretick , although he' may be in an. 


Error, 
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_ And to. back what ' T have fad and to convince 
ju of the Danger of Hereſie and. Schiſm , let me 
| preſent. 


[32] 

preſent before you, in brief, what the Worthy and Low 
Y Dr, Hammond ſpeaks in his Treatiſe = Fey 
©There is (faith he) no one Vice, -which hath fall, 
* under {o much of the Diſpleafure, and Correprion, ang 
* and ſevereſt Diſcipline-of the Holy Fathers of the An 
* cient Church, as this of Sehzſz,, and the Ingredient 
*and Preparatives -t0 4t, have. done. © They judged 
* That it was contrary. to the Faith, even when it had 
* nor, in reſpect of Dottrinal Points, any Hereſie joyn- 
* ed with it : - That it: was contrary to Charity ; yea, 
* contrary to all the Advantages, that belong to-a Mem- 
© ber of the Church. Qui/quis ab: Eccleſia eprepatus A- 
* dulterie 'jungitur, 4 premiſes Eccleſia ſeparatur, St. Cy- 
© prian. Wheſoever-1is ſeparated from the Church, is 
* joyned to an Harlpt ;.. he -is ſeparated from the Pro- 
* miles God hath 'given- tq his Church, from the Bene- 
* fats of Prayer, and/tha:Sacraments : "That it was 8s 
* bad as Hereſie, according to St. Chryſoftom : That 
* there was never any Hereſie in. the Church, wich 
* was not founded in it: That conſtantly it 1s forced, 
* 18 its own Defence, to conclude in ſome Herefie or 0- 
© ther. All which, being put together, will be ſuffici 
* ent (as the faid Author ſpeaks) to keep Men from 
* being in love with the Guilt or Company of Sch: 
* waticks. But (faith he) It-is further branded with 
* theſe Super-additions of Terror, That there is ſcare 
* any Crime fo great, as Schiſm: Non eſſe quieq#m 
* gravius Sacrilegio Schiſmatis, St. Auſtin. Ingens flagits 
© 1772 Schs/; niatis Traditions Junxernnt, Oprat. No Crime 
* ſo great; not Idolatry, not Sacrilege : That it I 

* been under the. peculiar Mark- of Go4's Indignation, 
*as in Caſe of the Ten Tribes, and of the Same" 
* who are ranked with the Genriles, Matth. 10:5. 
* 16, in the Story of Core : That it 1s the 4nti-Chris! 
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« / mentioned by. St. Fohn. Ab Ecwlefiz qui - [epara- 
ow ft, & Antichriſtus, Proſper : He that is 
4 +Separatiſt from the-Church, t-an Hererick and Anti- 
ubrift, The worthipping and ſerving of the Devil, 
«© Þnetias. And,” ina word, - ſo great a-Crime, that it is 
« not-expiable by Martyrdom, 'to him that continues-in 
C;t,-and hath not repented, and returned from it. Mort: 
« more of this Subject; ' 15 every-where to be met with 
Cn the Antient Menuments ; /and nothing-of Alleviati- 
© 0n to be had for any, who have-net the Excuſe of in- 
« voluntary SeduQtion. of Error, or Simplicity, to plead 
« for them : And: the ſureſt way to do that effeQually, 
' to qualify them for that Plea, -is, To forſake their 
* Courſe, to get out of that ſo- dangerous a Snare. Nay; 
it is further obſervable, how unfate it hath been deem+ 
©.ed by theſe, - for-light and inconſiderable- Cauſes, to 
* break this Unity ; it being very hard, if not impoſ- . 
{ ſible, to receive ſuch an Injury, or Provocation, from 
' the Governours of the Church, as may make a Rupture 
* or Separation excuſable : And for - the truly Catholick 
* and Univerſal Church of Chrift, it ts not, 1n St. Awu- 
* zuſtin's Opinion, - poſſible, that there ſhould be any 
* juſt Cauſe for any to ſeparate from'it ; nor conſequent- 
*ly, Apology to be made for thoſe, that on any (whe- 
* ther ttue or falſe) pretended Cauſe whatſoever, have 
* really incurred this Guilt.” From which Premiſes, thus 
* acknowledged and undeniable, the Concluſion follows 
* trrefragably ; That it is not the Examination of the 
' Occaſion or. Cauſe, or Motive of any Man's Schiſm, 
' that is worth the producing or heeding in this Matter : 
' The one thing that is of | "al and moment, and, by 
, Lonlequence, pertinent to be enquired 1nto, 15, The 
' Truth of the matter of Fa&, whether this Charge be 


lufficiently. proved, or confeſſed ; (5. e.) Whether he 
| [= I 6 that 
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« that is. thus accuſed, ſtands really. puilty of 
© from the Chutch- of Chri#, whos * SeParation 
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. - And he: further deſcribes this. Sin of. Schiſm. (It 
* (faith he) a voluntary dividing,” or a ſeparating & 
© receding of any Member, from the Unity of the Bod 
© (5.6: The Church of -Chri#) ; and fo, that the Sch 
* matick is he, that divides himielt from the Church of 
©God; not that is: cut. off, or ſeparated 2 he that 
© out, and with-draws,, or recedes of his own Accord 
© not he that is caſt out by the Governours of the Chet, 
* But the Offender, or guilty Perſon j who is therefore 
< {24d to accuſe, to calt, to condemn himſelf, throwing 
© himſelf, by his voluntary Receſſion from the Church, 
© into that very Condition, into which the: Adulterer, 
© and obſtinate Offender is caſt by the Cenſure of the 
F Charch, And the ſaid Worthy Author concludes ne 
vertheleſs with this Caution : | 
* But how deſirable and valuable ſoever, an entire, in- 
* violable Peace with all Chriſtians, with all Men, (to- 
* gether with the Approbation of our willing, cheerful 
* Obedience, and Submiſſion of our Judgments and Pra- 
© Etices. to our Superiors) muſt: for ever be deemed. by 
* all true Diſciples of Chr;# > Yet mu not the Pur: 
* chace of this Treaſure be attempted by the Admiſſhon 
* of any Sin, any more than. the Glory of God might be 
o ! 2 
projected by the Apoſtle's Lye. | 
Thus. much I thought fit ro Tranſcribe out- of thus 
Worthy Author. To which I may further add Mr. Ca 
ſabox's. Excellent. Rule, (taken out of St. Cyprian, E* 
pit, 69. as It 15 ſet forth by a late Author of our own) 
That whenſoever the Pious People adhere to their 
* lawful and true Biſhop, they- are God's Chara ; info 
* much, that whoſoever ſeparates himſelf from the £01- 


* gregation, it cannot be doubted, but that he 15 _ 
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(he Church. Theſe things deſerving the moſt ſerious 
3 "deration of all 'Men j but more eſpeciall y, of our 
Diſſenters.; , who have . very, much . Guilt of this ſort 
ing upon them, 1t 15 ve / muct'to” Be feared. As 
Ph their Pretences of Conſcience, St. Bernard will An- 
ſver them. ; © Non e#t Conſcientia fine Scientia, nec vers 
© caca: Tt is nat Conſcience, without Knowledge ; 
nor can it be true, ' if blind and ignorant, For, if 
Pretences of Conſcience, that is to fay, Men's ſtubborn 
and perverſe Minds, (at the beſt, their Weakneſs, and 
and affeRted Ignorance) mult juftify, and bear them out 
againſt God's Law, againſt Lawful. Authority ; then 
it will be no matter, what becomes of the Laws of God, 
when their Con{ciences muft command, and /bear Rule 
2cainſt them : and thoſe who killed the Apoſtles, becauſe 
their Conſciences told them, That rherein.they did God 
good Service, {hall be acquitted at God's -Tribunal at 
laft, It therefore much concerns all' our Faxaticks to 
beware, and be aſſured, 'That (without Repentance) 
their Damnation ſlumbereth not : if poſtibly they eſcape 
God's Judgments, even in this Life ; which, it 1s much 
to be doubted, they will-nvt ; eſpecially, when the Sin 
hath become, in great part, General-and National : For 
particular Perſons are to expett their Judgment and Pu- 
muhment in the other Life ; but Nations, Kingdoms, 
and Societies of Men cannot then be puniſhed as ſuch, 
35 our Divines hold. And, in conſideration of the great 
miſchief and danger in.Schiſms, and Rents among Chri- 
ſttans ; T mean, fuch as profeſs to own that Name, 41n 
the Chriſtian World : May we not, therefore, well Pray 
earneſtly to Almighty Gol. 25 our Mother the Church 
of England direQs us, for the ,Good Eſtate of the Ca- 
tbolick Church 3 That it may be fo guided and govern-. 
© by God's Good Spirit, that atl who profeſs, and call them- 
F 2 | ſelves 
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elves Chrijtians, may bs led into: the way of Tray, , 1 
on the” Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the g.T pe; (Wa 
and Righteouſneſs of Life £ WE es) "EY Y 

It cannot poſſible therefore ſavoyr of a Chrif; 
rit,. or Temper, to DC of. peexiſh, trowar d, contentions 
Spirits ; but to ſtudy Peace at Home, in the Church we 
livein: And, in the next place, it- is doubtleſs our great 
Duty, as Chriſtians, not- ta be :wid'ning; the Chriſtian 
Church's Waunds . abroad ; . but. rather, earneſtly to <q 
deayour, if poſſible, to heal them, to promote the Peac: 
and Unity of Chriſtendom :. That all ſober Chriltians 
throughout the World, might be. united together : AL 
though (in regard. of the Lufts and Paſſions of Men, 
and that there are ſo few ſincere and true Chriſtians 
in Chriſtendom) it ſeems to be a Work next to. impoſe. 
ſible to..be effected ;. although, indeed, all good Chriſtians 
could willingly joyn. with that Worthy Man, who ſaid; 
© Who would not be ready, . with the loſs. of. his Life, to 
© Redeem and free Chriſtianity from that horrid Scandal 
of Diſcord and Diſſention ? Mar. Bucer. 

As for the Differences among Chriſtians 1jn the Chri- 
ftian World, I heartily wiſh, they were leſs. than they 
truly are at this Day : . But this is moſt certain, That 
by their Paſſions and Animoſities, on all Hands, they 
are made greater than, they truly are ; when we alla: 
gree in the main and principal Foundation.of our Faith, 
contained in the Three Cyeeds ; that of: the Apoſtles, tlie 
Athanaſian, and the, Nicene Creed.: This, . one would 
think, ſhould make us more kind and treatable one 9 
another ; _ eſpecially, not. to damn . one. another to tle 
Pit of Hell and DeſtruQtion, as too many. do. But: 
this reſpe&, the Church of Exgland, by their Moderat! 
on, ſhew themſelves to be the better Chriſtians 3 WIG, 
to their Honor, abound in Charity to, their-bitte eo | 


397) 
nies, the Romaniſts, and allow unto-them a-poſfibility. 
(though not without Difficulty) of Salvation in their. 
Communion ; who yet have nothing in. return for their. 
Charity, but Hereticks ant Damnation :. But certainly, 
they very weakly and abſurdly argue from it, 'That there-, 
ore it is ſafeſt far us. to go over. to them. Jult as if. 
[ being in a tyte, well-built, and ſound Ship,” ſhould, 
leave it, and go. over 1nt0 an unſound and leaky Veſſel; 
upon this preſumption, That -poſſibly I may, (with ha-, 
zard and danger) come. ſafe to Land in the fame. But. 
certainly, we may better. argue with them, and ſay, 
Amend the apparent Leaks and Faults in your Veſſel I 
and if there be any Faults in ours, we are willing to. 
amend them alſo ; that we may both with ſafety, and. 
in Chriſtian Love, and Unity, accompany one another in. 
our Courſe for the Celeſtial Port ; which we both por-, 
eſs to intend, and aim at. And'to this purpoſe, let me. 
preſent you with what the Worthy Dr. 7 9a in his Re-. 
ligio Medici, Ipeaks to this purpoſe : 

1 have not (faith he). ſo ſhaken. hands with thoſe, 
* delperate Reſolutions, (meaning the Romaziſts) 'who 
' ha rather venture at. large, their decayed bottom. 
| than bring her. in, to be. new Trim'd in the Dock : 
| who had rather promiſcuonſly retain.all, -than. abridge 
any ; and obſtigately be what they are, than what they 
have been ; as to ſtand'in Diameter, and Swords point 
| with them And then ſpzaking of the Reformation, . 
' he laith ; As there were many Reformzrs, 1 likewife 
| many Reformations-——=-ſome angrily, and with Ex- 
 fremity ;_ others caltnly, and' with Mediocrity, . not. 
 Tending, bur eaſily dividing ttie Community, and' lea 
Wh. an honeſt poſſibility of a Reconciliation ;' which, 
t10ugh peaceable Spirits do defire, and may concelve,, 


tat Revolution of 'Time,. and' the: Mercies of God: 
C+ 
may 
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© may eK : yet that Judgment, that ſhall conſider the 
gi] L | 6 4 A - | SW 35; . * 
- prot Antpathier herween the ro Extreans, he 


rrarieties in Condition, | Aﬀeftion, and Opinicy 

© may with the ſame hopes ir A an Union inthe Put; 
© of Heawven--———Tt is, faith he, as uncharitable aÞoint 
* in us, to fall upon thoſe popular Scurrilities and Op. 
probrious Scotts of the Bifhop of Rome ; whom \ 25 

to a Temporal Prince, we owe the duty of good Lan- 

guage. I confeſs, there is cauſe of Paſſion between 

*.us ; by his Sextexce, T ſtand Excommunicated : Here 
©tick, is the beſt Language he affords me : yet can no 
© Ear witneſs, T ever returned to: him the name of Ari. 
* chriſt, Man of Sin, or Whore of Balylos : It is the 
* Method of Charity, to ſuffer without Re-aQion. Thoſe 
* uſual Satyrs, and Invetives of the Pulpit, may per- 
* chance produce a good Effect 'on the Vulgar ; whoſe 
* Ears are opener.to Rhetorick than Logzck : yet, do they 
* 1n no wiſe confirm the Faith of wiſer, Believers who 
* know that a good Caule needs not be patron d by Pal 
* fion, but can ſuſtain it ſelf upon a temperate Diſpute. 
The true Sons of the Church of Exgland, conſider this, 
and that Paſſion and unnatual Heats and Tranſports, ne- 
ver do adyantage a Good C aſe; and that Uncharitablenels 
and much more Cruelty, is unworthy and unbecoming 
Chriſtjans, and therefore, avoid them. But Alas ! their 
Adverſaries,the Romariſts (as if they were faultlels, and 
had not.given juſt Occaſion of ' Offence) Retort in requr 
ral, -nothing but Damnation and moſt bitter Reproathes 
yea, brutiſh Revenge and Cruelty ; which di{ingemo 
Dealing, how much it hath been to their Reproach ani 
Dijſbonor, to the diſadvantage of their Cauſe, 18 the Chrt- 
{tian World, T ſhall leave them ferioully to conſider - 
For honeſt and ingenious Souls, are not to be impoſed up 


an by Club-Lay, to reccivefor Articles of Faith ſuch 
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eArines and' Opinions , © hich have .ho Foundatios 
er Scriptures? and the Antient and *Primitive 
wr The great Diſorder and Contufton, 'that is upon 
che face of the Chriftiz» World, at this day, is not to be 
© much wondered at ; if .we conſider, the Corruption, 
the Wickedneſs, which abounds in the Hearts of moſt 
Men in the World, - which corrupts all things : Why 
therefore , ſhould' ir, not” in procets of time (as. it did 
among the very "Jews themfelves ) corrupt and de- 
prave the Holy and Pure Religion of Jeſus Chriſt? 
ſpecially, in time of Proſperity (that like Sun-ſhine 
Weather, corrupts moſt things fubjett to Corruption ,. 
even the very Humors of eur Bodies ) . and | breed 
Abuſes in the Chriſtian Church. Plenty and Pro- 
ſperity ſtrangely prevailing upon Men's Minds , yea, - 
fo etimes the beft of. Men ; to cotrapt them wath Pride, 
Idleneſs, Covetouſneſs : ' And by this means, the Ho- 
ly Chriftian Religion, came to be debafed ; to be cot- 
rupted both in Do&rine, Worfhip and Government, and. 
{o todegenerate from its primitive Purity and Integrity ; 
and was made uſe of, as a Means and Inſtrument of ac- 
quiring Hofior , Splendor and Riches ; and: of promo- 
ling thoſe great Vices .of Pride, Coyetouſneſs, Tdleneſs, 
and Luxury : and this inſtead of making Men Virtuous, 
and Good, and re&ifying their Lives , and DireQting 
tiem in the Mays of Holineſs and Peace, conduCting them 
to Heavey, Thus, I humbly conceive, from the Pope's 
Primacy of Order, aroſe the Supremacy of* FuriſdiCtion ; 
and from thence, Papal! Tyranny, packing of Geners 
Councils, corruption in Do@#rine and Prattice, with inm-. 
merable other Miſchiefs to the Church ; the great dividing 
and endangering Chriſtendom, and laying it fnany times 
mn War and Blood. And on the other hand, how my 

#4 


T# 
Holy Religion of. ki. & 2 hath. been miſcrat 
corrupted - and. abaled , by .Sefartes and Fandtiche 
how hath it been made abſurd ard ridiculous to all &\ 
World, by their Pride and Folly, - their ignorant Cort. 
dences, Peeviſhneſs ;and Animolities ?.. Who (our of 
mad blind Zeal againſt Popery) never could think them. 
ſelves ſafe, and far enough ori trom Rome, until 
they fell into Religious Freaſy ; yet, would then no 
withſtanding, account thenlelves Proteſtants; yea, the 
belt. of Proteſtants: and what .a long train. of difm; 
CONE there followed the ſame, the World car 
witneſs, and more elpecially of late Years, we in Em: 
land , as you have heard before. Oh | may TI therefore 
exhort us again, to bewail our Follies , and abandon 
them ! to Renounce all Sehiſmz, Contentios, Fanaticiſm 
that Plague of the Reformation, and living vertuous and 
good Lives ; and in Conformity and SubjeCtion to our 
Mother, the Church of England, her wholeſom and Ex- 
cellent Conſtitutions. Oh! Let us learn this moſt com- 
mendable* Duty- from our . Adverſaries, the Romaniſts, 
who, are very Reſpeaful towards their Eccleſiaſtical 
Governors, and very Conformable to the Conſtitutions 
of their Church; and abhor to do any thing that may 
prejudice the Order, Peace, and Welfare of the ſame, 
in any kind (for which I cannot but have a great reſpect 
for them, and in which, I ſhall endeavour to follow thei 
Example in the Church of England, wherein I was born, 
and for ſo doing they cannot, I hope, jultly blame me.) 
And although they are poſſibly led by a blind Obedience 
or Impicit Faith, as we call-it,, and are thereby Man 
times miſled : yet their fault, ariſing from a difhidence 
themſelves, and obedience to their Superiors, W 
very pardonable, (eſpecially of ſuch as are born and 
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hand, and far les than what our Fanaticks, and Sefta- 
"es are guilty: of ; who: out .of Pride, Ignorance, and 
Profurmption, refuſe Subjettion to'the- Spiritual Gover- 
nors hich God hath fer over them; -and thereby break 
the Unity and Peace of the Church. Let us therefore 
heartily pray, as our Mother'the Church. teaches us : 

. Almighty God, who ſheweſt to them that be in Error 
he Light of thy Truth, to tbe intent that they muſt return 
into the Way of Ri hteouſs nef. Ss : Grant urto all them that 
we admitted into the Fellonſbip of Chriits Religion, that 
they may eſchew thoſe things that are contrary to' their - 
profeſſion, and follow all ſuch things as are agreeable: to 
the ſame; through our Lord Feſus Chrift.. Amen. 


[ ſhall coaclude, and fay, /ufficit rentaſſe; Let it fuk 
fice, I have done my Endeavour in a good Caule. 
For certainly, if the Promotion of the Honour of 
Goa, 'the Advancement of True Religion and Vertue ; 
it the Promoting of Loyalty and Fidelity, the Ho- 
nour and Happineſs of my Gracious Sovereign ; it 
tle Deteſtation of Errours, of Atheiſm and Prophane- 
nels, Vice, and Wickedneſs, of Fanaticiſm, *Hypocri- 
ſie, Schiſm and Rebellion, and repreſenting them in 
their proper colours ; if promoting the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of the Church. ofi Englaud,, as now by Law E- 
[tabliſh'd, (the beſt Chriſtian Church in the World) of 
Mety and Unity amongſt all her Members ; if promo- 
ting the Peace of Chriſtendom, and more eſpecially the 
Honour, Happineſs and Proſperity of this Nation ; yea, 
all his Majeſties Dominions ;. I fay,. if the honeſt en- 

avours of the ſame, be a commendable and worthy 
DValign, it is all T integd in the Writing, and now ma- 
«0g Publick theſe (although ſudden) yet ſerious 


Thoughts. Therefore I hope I may meet with a pu 
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for the meanneG, and unwotthineſs of the 

to ſo good an end. And as for any one that ſhall $i 
fault with my weak and unworthy management, & 6 
worthy, ſo good a Caule, it is no more than what I % 
my we Let him but be pleaſed to undertake the Cauſe 
and manage it better, and I afſure him, I ſhall be g 
far from being offended with him, That T ſhall be in 
finitely well pleaſed and rejoyce therein, and return him 
my thanks. And it is yet my Hopes, this Eſſay may 
animate and wee” 4 eminent and able Champions 
in {o worthy a Caufe ;. which, . without doubt, is the 


moſt excellent , moſt honourable, moſt worthy, the 
beſt in the World, and merits..the affiftance of the + 


bleſt Heads, Pens, and Tongues that are extant among 
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